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Sophia University Junior College Division
President Yamamoto Hiroshi

Sophia University Junior College Division has long been conducting
service-learning programs since it was known under the name of Sophia
Junior College, whose name changed to its current one in April 2012.
Service-learning programs consist of voluntary extra-curricular activities in
which junior college students participate in the local community, making
the most of their learning from classes and on campus. Through service-
learning activities, students have been able to contribute to the local
community while at the same time enhancing their interpersonal skills and
capabilities as citizens.

Our service-learning programs are recognized as unique in terms of
their content and breadth, and this has been made possible mainly
through the efforts of our students and faculty. Still, we cannot forget the
support of Hadano City in various aspects as well. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank Hadano City.

Unfortunately, Sophia University Junior College Division is scheduled
to close in the near future, but we hope that service-learning activities will
continue at Sophia University even after its closure.
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Sister Maria Maldonado, ODN, [1931-2009] came to Japan from Spain in 1961.
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Sister Rosa Maria Cortés Gémez, ODN, [1940-2015] came to Japan from Spain in 1962
Professor of Sophia Junior College.
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Sophia School Corporation founded Sophia Junior College*' in 1973
in Hadano City. The international faculty and staff have aimed at giving an
education in languages, international spirit, and Christian humanism. At
that time, Japan was in a period of rapid economic growth, and the need
for junior colleges for women’s education was increasing. In addition,
due to the influence of globalization, the number of foreigners, known as
“newcomers”*?, was gradually increasing in Japan. In the 1980s, the
Japanese government began accepting foreign nationals as refugees.
After a tragedy in the Hadano community, Sophia Junior College started
an in-home volunteer Japanese tutoring program from 1988 under the
leadership of several sisters. This program has evolved as “Sophia Junior
College service-learning.” We would like to introduce how our support for
foreign residents has developed in the spirit of “For Others, With Others.”

Sophia Junior College successfully recruited and trained bright
women from all over Japan. The college’s staff and outlook were
international and diverse from the beginning. The Society of Jesus (SJ)
provided a Jesuit president to lead the college and several Jesuits to teach
and support the college’s activities. Sisters of the Company of Mary Our
Lady (ODN) ran the adjacent dormitory while some also taught classes
along with sisters from other congregations and lay faculty members from
Japan and abroad.
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*1 Sophia Junior College changed its name to Sophia University Junior College Division in April
2012. After 2024 recruitment of new students will stop.

*2  Foreigners who came to Japan and settled in Japan after the 1980s. Those from former colonies
who settled in Japan after World War Il are called “oldcomers,” and in contrast to them these
people are “newcomers.”
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*1 PITRBABBEYE https://www.rha.gr.jp/what-refugee/p04/
*2 JEBE  https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/001393014.pdf
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Indochinese Refugee Escape Route Map (from the RHQ Refugee Assistance Headquarters
website).




Hadano City’s “Internationalization from Within”

Around 1975, with the end of the Vietham War, the three Indochina
countries (Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia) saw large numbers of refugees
forced to flee overseas. They are collectively referred to as “Indochina
refugees”. Of the 1.44 million Indochina refugees, 1.3 million migrated to
countries such as the United States, Australia, Canada, and Japan via
refugee camps in Asia or by boat*'. Japan accepted 11,319 Indochinese
refugees from 1978 to 2005*.

One of the two national resettlement centers for refugees, the Yamato
Settlement Promotion Center, was established in Kanagawa Prefecture in
1980, and by 1988, several Indochinese refugees (40 from Cambodia and
44 from Laos) had settled along the Odakyu railway line in Hadano City.

Hadano City’s “internationalization from within” accelerated with the
1990 revision to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act
through which Nikkei and their families particularly from South American
countries (Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, and others) were able to become residents.
In 2018, there were approximately 3,200 people from 69 countries, about
2.5 times the national average, many of them as permanent residents
(families with children) in Hadano.

*1  Foundation for the Welfare and Education of the Asian People
https://www.rha.gr.jo/what-refugee/p04/

*2  Ministry of Justice
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/001393014.pdf
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Indochinese refugees settling in Japan from 1978 to 2005 numbered 11,319 total: 41% came

from refugee camps in other countries (4,372 people), 31% were “boat people” (3,536

people), 21% from the Orderly Departure Program established by the UNHCR and the

Vietnamese government allowing people to leave Vietnam for the purpose of reuniting with

family overseas (2,669 people), and 7% were study abroad students and other (742 people).
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The beginnings of local community support for refugees in Hadano

1988 [V RYFHREHICHOR] RIL
1988 NGO “Tonan Ajia no Hitobito to tomoni Ayumukai [Walking together with
the People of Southeast Asia Association] is started in Hadano

1990 [HFEERDALZZER DR] ]I
1990 NGO “Chunanbei no Hitobito wo Kangaerukai [Thinking about People
from Central and South America Association] starts

2000 ®HHHEEHTROHSEEFAK

Number of Hadano City foreign residents by country of origin in 2000
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Statistics on foreign residents in Kanagawa (from Prefectural Government website)

2005 [REFHAZH=] =

2005 Hadano Japanese Language classroom is launched

2015 [HO=] [BEX2=] #iE
2015 NGOs “Walking Together” and “Thinking About” merge
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People Left in the Shadows of the
“Internationalization from Within”

Hadano City, located close to the Tokyo metropolitan area and which
attracted factories of a wide variety of industries, appeared to be on track
to develop into a city that fosters mutual understanding and friendship
between Japanese and the Indochinese refugees accepted for
resettlement by Kanagawa Prefecture. Nevertheless, in February 1987 a
Cambodian refugee living in Hadano killed his hospitalized wife and their
three young children. Sister Rosa Maria Cortés Gémez, Professor at
Sophia Junior College, had this to say about the tragic incident:

This incident shocked the citizens of Hadano and many others in
Japan. We had no idea that refugees were living so close to us. None
of us knew their difficulties, their struggles to integrate into the culture
of an unknown country.... the struggles they were forced to face on a
daily basis. (Jesuit Social Center Tokyo Newsletter No. 89 99/4/15)

The incident led to the establishment of an association, “Tonan Ajia
no Hitobito to tomoni Ayumukai [Walking Together with the People of
Southeast Asia Association],” hereafter “Walking Together”, by the citizens
of Hadano, to create a stable relationship with the refugee community
living in Hadano City.

In the trial of the Cambodian murder case, the husband was
sentenced to 12 years in prison on the grounds that at the time of the
incident, he was in a state of diminished mental capacity. He served about
10 years before returning to his country, during which time Sister Maria
continued to visit him every month and then accompanied him on the trip
back to Cambodia.

NEARENTE, EOFLVET S LERPXPELS

Sophia Junior College students helping children with studies in the home of a foreign resident
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In-Home Volunteer Tutoring

In May 1987, three months after the incident, Japanese language
classes were already established in the city, and Sophia Junior College
students led by Sister Cortés and Sister Maria joined the civic activities
with the “Walking Together” group. Hadano City also worked with citizens
to support the foreign community, such as by allocating a budget for
assistance to civic groups. College students began “volunteer tutoring,”
going out to foreign families on weekday evenings to teach Japanese to the
children and their parents. The junior college “in-home volunteer tutoring”
program, which began in 1988 under the auspices of Campus Ministry*
with only seven refugee families, continued to grow in number of college
students and learners, and in the 16 years through 2003, a total of 930
college students participated in the program and supported 635 learners.

Y2I— T REITEEDEET BREERST VT AT

Sister Cortés planning in-home tutoring with alumnae volunteer coordinators

*  Campus Ministry provides opportunities for students to experience Christianity and the Bible.
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Graduated from Sophia University Junior College Division

Joined a major automobile manufacturer, where she was in charge of project management from
vehicle proposal to production as part of the product department. Currently, she is working for a
company that provides medical interpretation services and helps foreigners who have language
barriers in society.

| am a Cambodian who is born and raised in Japan. For about 10
years since | was in elementary school, | participated in “katebola,” a
program in which Sophia Junior College students came to my home to
teach me how to study. Thanks to this, | never once had to use the
international classroom and had no trouble with my studies.

After that, | entered Sophia University Junior College Division and
took part in two SL activities, Community Friend and College Friend.
After graduation, | worked for a major manufacturer and participated in
volunteer activities in my private life. One day, | saw a news report about
a foreigner living in Japan who died at home because he could not go to
the hospital since he did not understand Japanese, which led me to
change my job, and | am now a medical interpreter.

The abilities | have cultivated through my SL activities are
imagination and ability to take action. | naturally put myself in the other
person’s shoes, thinking about what they want and how | can help them
live in Japan without anxiety, and | am able to act accordingly. In addition
to language, | taught them about Japanese customs and worked with
them to solve their problems. Also, by accepting diverse values, | was
able to think flexibly. This has been very helpful in facilitating my work

even today.
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New Year celebration organized by the Lao Association of Hadano
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Living Together in Hadano City

In Hadano, the second generation born in Japan to families with
foreign origins have started families of their own. Since 2008, thanks
to a partnership agreement with Hadano City, the Junior College Division
has been providing Japanese language support at public schools and
community centers. In addition, other voluntary organizations offer
Japanese support. The younger generation born in Hadano often does not
know the background to their grandparents’ coming to Japan, and we are

seeing new issues emerge such as the need for heritage language classes
to maintain the family language, communication challenges between
children exposed to Japanese in school and their parents whose Japanese
ability is weaker, the need for career and education support for the second
generation, and meeting the needs of an aging first generation of foreign

residents.

FEKTO [7O0-NVIVYR]  2ECRFONBENRICK DS XLITRA NV MR

Sophia Junior College school festival showcasing multicultural exchanges with “Global Friends”
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“Community Friend” Students teaching Japanese in Hadano public halls
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Development of the “Service-Learning” Program

The Volunteer Tutoring program was renamed “Service-Learning” in
2008, and English activities for Japanese children were integrated. Since
2019, service-learning has officially become a part of the college
curriculum. The program includes both lectures and practicums at
elementary and junior high schools, and public facilities, integrating the in-
college ‘learning” with the ‘service’ held in the local community. It seeks a
sustainable support system for foreign residents.

AT UyyaTUVR (INRE[IFHEEEES)

“English Friend” Students giving English lessons in Hadano public elementary schools
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Graduated from Sophia University Junior College Division

Graduated from Sophia University, Faculty of Humanities, Department of Journalism

Joined Sophia School Corporation. Currently, she is in charge of extracurricular activities at Center
for Student Affairs, Bureau of Student Affairs.

Through SL activities, | learned to “put myself in the other person’s
shoes and think about things from their point of view,” and | apply this in
dealing with students.

SL activities taught me the importance of thinking from different
viewpoints and perspectives, rather than imposing my own values and
assumptions. | also felt that it is necessary to think about the social,
cultural, and family background of others to get a sense of what they need.

Currently, | work as a staff member in charge of extracurricular
activities at the Student Center of Sophia University, and drawing on my
experience in SL activities, | try not to respond to students in a
prescriptive manner. Students are brought up in various backgrounds
and family environments, and the characteristics of certain clubs and
circle activities may differ. So, | try to stop and think “Why is he/she
saying this?” Although there are times when | can only respond
according to the rules, | do my best to explain the situation to the
student so that he/she understands as much as possible.

As a result, one student told me, “I was very happy that you did not
treat me as just a student, but as a human being, always thinking with
me “from the same point of view.” Also, on the day of the degree
conferment ceremony, graduating students come to greet us and say,

“Thank you for your help.”
This makes me feel that what | have learned through SL activities
has had a great impact on my work. 7
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Superintendent of Education, Hadano City Board of Education
Sato Naoki

If I may begin by introducing my family history, my
great-grandparents went overseas at the end of the Meiji
era, then returned to Japan and started farming. It may or
may not have been a success story of those days, but |
feel the great passion of my great-grandparents. They “'
gave birth to my grandmother overseas, and then my
mother was born, and here | am today.

When | saw a TV program on family history, | thought of my roots
and felt | might have been in a situation where | needed Japanese
language support as well. Now | am accelerating projects to realize a
multicultural society, and one of them is the dispatch to Aracachi, Brazil,
under a JICA grass-roots project, which started four years ago.

Hadano City and Sophia University Junior College Division have had
a partnership since Heisei 19 [2007], and school education has benefited
a lot from the faculty members such as Prof. Miyazaki in multiculturalism,
Prof. Kano in English, and Prof. Sugimura in elementary education.

Unfortunately, the Junior College Division will be closed in a few
years, but | believe the spirit of “For Others, With Others” will be carried
on in Hadano.

UPromoting Multicultural Education in Hadano City

Hadano City currently has 13 elementary schools and 9 junior high
schools with approximately 11,000 students enrolled. Among those,
approximately 230 students (2%) have foreign backgrounds.
International classrooms are opened in 10 elementary schools and 4
junior high schools.

The city’s Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education, which covers
the period from FY 2003 to FY 2025, states in its Basic Policy 1:
“Nurture the ability to create a sustainable society through a new
learning style that draws out the potential of all children”, and specifically
includes “promotion of a multicultural society” as one of its policies.
Specifically, as part of the “promotion of a multicultural society” policy,
the government has established a system to provide support for
students with foreign ties and parents/guardians who need to learn
Japanese so that they can lead fulfilling school lives.

In particular, as a concrete measure, the Hadano Board of
Education has been providing guidance to such students using the
DLA*" “JSL Interactive Assessment for Foreign Students” under the
guidance of Professor Miyazaki of Sophia University Junior College
Division for many years, as well as support from college students who
practice service-learning programs conducted in the SL Center.

*1  “DLA” stands for “Dialogic Language Assessment,” which is an assessment tool that
measures the language abilities of young learners from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds through dialogue. Since 2014, Hadano City has been using DLA to develop
instructional plans for a “special education curriculum” aimed at foreign students.

(Tokyo University of Foreign Studies: ht‘lps://Www.tufs.ac.jp/blog/ts/g/cemmer/dla.html%
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Aiming for an Inclusive and
Fair Society “Where No One Is Left Behind”

For over thirty years, the city of Hadano has used the term
“foreign citizen” instead of “foreigner” even in official contexts. This
term literally means “citizen with foreign nationality,” but it also
reflects Hadano's stance on multicultural coexistence, learned from
past incidents. Additionally, since the 1990s, the number of school-
age children with roots in foreign countries has been increasing
nationwide, making Japanese language instruction a significant
challenge in Japanese education. However, in many municipalities,
identifying children who need Japanese language instruction and
providing adequate teaching remains insufficient. For example,
some districts have restrictions on the duration of Japanese
instruction for children who need language support, but in Hadano,
there is no time limit within schools, and the junior college’s service-
learning program plays a part in this effort.

As a result, in Hadano, children with foreign roots progress to
high school at nearly the same rate as Japanese children. Creating
a society that protects children’s right to education and enables
everyone to attain the academic skills needed for high school is
crucial for the sustainable development of local communities in an
increasingly globalized world. The service-learning program, which
began with refugee support, has contributed to creating a
sustainable, inclusive, and fair society where no one is left behind
through collaboration with the city of Hadano.

—~

U Non-enrollment and School Support for Foreign Children

The issues of non-enrollment and academic support for foreign children living
in Japan have become educational challenges. However, disparities based on
region and the children’s countries of origin are becoming increasingly
pronounced. One key indicator of academic success is the high school enrollment
rate. Since 2014, Hadano City has been investigating the pathways of foreign
students after middle school. The initiative began after discovering that about
one-third of middle school graduates with foreign roots enrolled in evening high
schools in 2013. Since then, with the cooperation of the Board of Education, data
and information have been shared with teachers responsible for these students.
As a result, among the 2019 cohort, the rate of students enrolling in evening high
schools dropped to zero. While there are concerns about the gradual increase
in students enrolling in evening and correspondence high schools during the
pandemic, there are currently no “invisible” children with unknown educational
paths.

There is still no national data on children who grew up in Japan regarding
higher education. However, according to one survey of 19 to 21-year olds, as of
2015, the attendance rates for Japanese, South Korean, North Korean, and
Chinese nationals were 60%, while those from Vietnam were 45%, Peru 40%,
Brazil 28%, and the Philippines 13%. This indicates significant differences based
on the countries of origin. However, in Hadano City, among the children who
attended Japanese language classes at our institution before the pandemic (a
majority being Nikkei from South America), more students were advancing to
universities, junior colleges, and vocational schools compared to those who were
entering the workforce. After over 30 years of the settlement of foreign citizens, it
can be said that the second generation is now enrolling in high school at rates
similar to Japanese students, and pathways to higher education are opening up.
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Service-learning at Sophia University Junior College Division has
been active since 1988, supporting people’s learning with the
community of Hadano, Kanagawa Prefecture, where the school is
located. This program has been undertaken even before the launch of
a series of international agendas such as the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) launched in 2000 and Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) starting in 2015. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
was launched in 2002 at the Johannesburg Summit, where it was
decided to designate the period from 2005 to 2014 as the Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development, and was launched by various
educational and cultural organizations, including UNESCO. In 2020,
UNESCO announced the “ESD Roadmap,” which identifies five
priority issues. The service-learning program at the Junior College
Division is a very intensive practice that includes whole-institution
approach, whole-community approach, and empowering youth. In
addition, the fact that service-learning has been supporting the
learning of people with foreign roots in Hadano City is in line with the
SDGs goal of “leaving no one behind,” and the fact that it has steadily
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Sophia University Faculty of Human Sciences Department of Education
Professor Sugimura Miki

produced results in the search for equitable and qualitative education
is also highly commendable. The Junior College sisters, heartbroken
by the incidents of people with foreign connections that occurred in
the local community, had initiated the program. They emphasized the
importance of connecting people in the community and practiced it
from the program’s inception by standing in the shoes of those who
are socially vulnerable and being close to others. Nearly 40 years
have passed since its inception, and the results of the program have
been of great significance in supporting the learning and lives of the
people in the community as well as the learning of the participating
students, leading to the development of the local community. It is the
embodiment of equity and inclusiveness that ESD stands for and is
aimed at achieving multicultural conviviality. As a new direction of
educational reform is called for, the efforts to connect various
encounters and people’s hearts will continue to resonate deeply with
us as they embody the very foundations of education and reiterate the
importance of education based on human dignity.
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As mentioned above, students are currently engaged in two service-
learning programs: Japanese language and subject study support and English
language education support for children.

Japanese language and subject study support is conducted as a practicum
portion of regular courses. The program is so popular that it always reaches the
maximum number of students enrolled. By making what used to be a volunteer
activity a regular course, students can learn the necessary knowledge from
lectures and conduct support activities as practical training, deepening their
learning by organically linking the two and receiving credits upon completion. In
this way, the college has established a sustainable support system.

However, the Junior College Division has decided to stop accepting
students after the 2025 academic year and is currently seeking ways to continue
SL activities after its closure. Under such circumstances, concerned about
children with foreign backgrounds in Hadano City, alumnae voluntarily gathered
their friends and started an activity called "Sophia Nihongo Project" in FY2024.

A7 w2 TR English Friend
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When | started SUs Japanese language support program, | oversaw
a 4th grader whose native language was Vietnamese and a 2nd grader
whose native language was Spanish. At first, | did not know what to do,
but I just tried to make them feel happy while helping them do homework
and talking with them. | was thrilled to see their open expressions of
affection and joy, which | had never experienced as a child born to
Japanese parents. To know that my support had brought so much joy to
them was very rewarding.

Currently, | am in charge of a 5-year-old girl whose native language is
Spanish, and | am helping her learn how to write hiragana and numbers.
She is shy and doesn’t speak much, but | hope that by the time she
enters elementary school, she will be able to have casual conversations
with everyone. Through the SL program, | became interested in teaching
Japanese, and | now have a goal of becoming a Japanese language
teacher and teaching my mother tongue to many people in the future.

Before | started College Friend, | wondered if | would really be of
any help to the children with foreign roots. However, | learned how to
provide appropriate support according to their language level and
difficulties, and as the number of sessions increased, | gradually
came to understand what kind of support they needed and how |
could deepen their understanding. | was also able to build a
relationship of trust with the children, and after each session, they
would say to me, “Thank you again for coming today! | want to eat
school lunch with you!” | felt a great sense of
satisfaction.

This program made me fall in love with
children, and now | continue to support as a
volunteer although it is not related to the course
or credits.

§
s
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Leader of Sophia Nihongo
Project

Graduated from Sophia
University Junior College
Division

4th-year student,

Sophia University Faculty
of Humanities Department

of Journalism
Research Topic:

How reporting about
refugees shapes our
awareness of the issue

| believe that service-learning programs aim for “an inclusive and just society where no one is left behind.” The
reason why | put my energy into these programs is because | have lived my life on the minority side. While | was a
student at the Junior College Division, | joined the Japanese language support service-learning program as a course,
and | began to see the problems that minorities were facing more clearly.

When | heard that the college would stop accepting students as of FY2024, | was afraid that support for foreign
children in Hadano would cease. | thought there should be something the alumnae could do to help, so | launched the
“Sophia Nihongo Project” and called on my friends who shared the same awareness toward the issue. | believe that the
main reason | was able to start this activity was because through the service-learning-related courses in college, |
nurtured a deep understanding of the problems faced by minorities and the significance of aiming for an inclusive society.

The Sophia Nihongo Project promotes two programs. First, College Friend members visit elementary and junior high
schools regularly to support students who have difficulty in Japanese. A large percentage of foreign students drop out or

not attend school regularly while still in compulsory education in Japan. Such students are very sincere,
and in many cases their difficulties are largely caused by their lack of Japanese
language skills. | believe we need to approach this problem.

Community Friend provides after-school Japanese language support at local
community centers for foreign students and their families. The idea behind this is
that we do not want children to give up living in the Japanese society just because
of their Japanese language weakness. Also, even if the children learn to speak
Japanese fluently, if the parents’ Japanese is not good enough, they may distrust

what their children do or feel uncomfortable sending their children to Japanese society.

Furthermore, | believe that these programs provide opportunities for foreign-
based children to meet role models in the form of college students, and for college
students to have a valuable opportunity to deepen our understanding of the issues

Japan is facing.
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Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

4th-year student, Sophia University
Faculty of Human Sciences Department
of Education

Research topic : Improving education in
developing countries
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Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

4th-year student, Sophia University
Faculty of Human Sciences Department
of Social Services
Research topic :
young carers

Local support for
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Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

1st-year student, Sophia University
Graduate Programs Graduate School of
Human Sciences Master’s Program in
Education

Research topic : Education for children
with disabilities in Laos
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At Community Friend, | enjoy working with
children who have roots in various countries.
They tend to be left behind even in the global
trend toward inclusive education. | am seeking
what | can do to help. | would like to continue to
take action, focusing on education issues in
Japan and abroad.

| joined service-learning because | strongly
hope that this program will continue in the future.
It deepens the children’s learning, and college/
university students can help children develop
their own vision of the future by serving as a
mirror. Also, the children’s families will feel more
secure if they have a connection with Japanese
people outside of school.

| believe that Community Friend is one
approach to the SDG of “leaving no one behind.”
With this belief as my motto, | am deepening my
learning by focusing on children in developing
countries who do not have access to education.
| also try applying what | learned while participating
in Community Friend and incorporating the
insights gained into my own research.



FERPIRHIR AR R
TERFHREABRZRHRER4E
WRT—< T IVTEEROHR

=

Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

4th-year student, Sophia University
Faculty of Human Sciences Department
of Sociology
Research topic :
generations

Sociology of aging
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Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

3rd-year student, Sophia University
Faculty of Foreign Studies Department
of English Studies

Research topic : Japanese’s exclusive
attitude towards immigrants
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Graduated from Sophia University
Junior College Division

3rd-year student, Sophia University
Faculty of Global Studies Department of
Global Studies

Research topic : The dreams and reality
of technical intern trainees from Vietnam
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After transferring to Sophia University, |
conducted research on remote [Japanese] islands
with declining birthrates and aging populations.
For such islands, it is helpful to incorporate more
relevant people from external regions. | want to be
relevant to the local elementary schools through
College Friend; it will keep the international
classrooms for children with international roots
active and revitalize the local community.

| was interested in how, as minorities,
children with foreign roots were enhanced by
education and so decided to continue the SL
activities even after graduating. While at junior
college, | participated in SL activities with the
mindset of simply supporting them, but now | try
to engage from their perspective, paying attention
to the challenges they face in their studies and
their relationships with their Japanese classmates.

Through SL activities, | have witnessed
situations where children with foreign roots are
unable to demonstrate their true abilities due to
language and cultural differences, and schools
are unable to cope with the increasing number of
such children. | would like to continue to provide
Japanese language support to improve such
situations as much as possible while ensuring
that each student has a safe place to stay!
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Timeline of Sophia University Junior College and Hadano City’s Support for Foreign Residents

Events concerning Sophia University Junior College Division and Hadano City

Events concerning Foreign Residents

Sr. Maria Maldonado comes to Japan from Spain

Sr. Rosa Maria Cortés Gémez comes to Japan from Spain

Sophia School Corporation acquires the grounds of the Hadano campus
[ZiED First stage of construction of Sophia’s Hadano Campus

Sophia Junior College opens
Sisters of the Order of Mary Our Lady (ODN) open Saint Mary’s Dormitory next to the Junior College

The number of foreign residents in Hadano City is 220 people

The number of foreign residents in Hadano City is 406 people

(February) Cambodian refugee murders his wife and children in Hadano City
(May) Sisters from the Junior College start Japanese language classroom at Hadano Catholic Church

NGO “Tonan Ajia no Hitobito to tomoni Ayumukai” [Walking together with the People of Southeast
Asia Association] is started in Hadano

Hadano City supports the Japanese language classes

Hadano City has 40 residents from Cambodia, 44 residents from Laos, and 8 Vietnam (Total: 92)
[ZZF» The In-Home Volunteer Tutoring starts at the Junior College

The population of Nikkei from South America increases in Hadano City

NGO “Chunanbei no Hitobito wo Kangaerukai [Thinking about People from Central and South
America Association] starts

The number of foreign residents in Hadano City is almost 3,000 people

1961
1962
1964
1967

1973

1975

1979

1980

1981
1982
1985

1987

1988

1990

1994
1996
1998
2001

End of the Vietnam War; boat people land in Japan

Japanese government approves a plan to welcome 500 refugees from Indochina

The Yamato Resettlement Center for refugees opens in Kanagawa prefecture. It is the
second to open in Japan

Permission is granted for families of Vietnamese refugees to also resettle within a total
limit of 1,000 people

Japan accedes to the Refugee Convention

Japanese immigration law is amended to include the case of refugees

The refugee resettlement quota is expanded to 10,000 people

Revisions to the Japanese immigration law increase the number of foreign residency
categories; 3rd-generation descendants of Japanese nationals can enter Japan and
receive work permits

The framework for accepting boatpeople is abolished; and the resettlement limit is capped
The number of Indochinese refugees in Japan exceeds 10,000 people

Yamato Resettlement Center closes
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The Sophia Junior College In-Home Volunteer Tutoring program receives a Good Practice (GP)
award from the Ministry of Education

Hadano Japanese Language classroom is launched
Junior College establishes a plan of cooperation with Hadano City

Junior College SL gets Good Practice award for supporting students to meet new societal needs
Service-Learning Center opens

Sr. Maria Maldonado dies in Spain

In-Home Volunteer Tutoring is ended

Introduction to Service-Learning course is started

Start of Japanese language support (Community Friend), English lessons for young learners in
local elementary school (English Friend), and Japanese language support in elementary and
middle schools (College Friend)

Hadano Rotary Club starts supporting and taking part in Service-Learning activities
School name changes to Sophia University Junior College Division

Junior College 40th Anniversary Symposium on Multicultural Symbiosis

[ZiF Spanish Language and Culture classes opened
Creation of Multicultural Education Council connected to the Junior College Service-Learning Center

Sr. Rosa Maria Cortés Gémez dies in Spain

[Zi?» Heritage language Portuguese class opened

Kids’ English Friend becomes an SL activity

Hadano City foreign residents number almost 3,000 people

Junior College students receive the President’s award at graduation for service-learning

3 credit-earning service-learning courses are introduced

Sophia Online Japanese Language Classroom is introduced during COVID-19

College Friend and Community Friend resume
English Friend class resumes with HyFlex activities in elementary schools

[ZIED English Friend activity becomes Sophia English Day Camp
Junior College 50th Anniversary Celebration Symposium

Junior College stops student admissions

2004 Japan ends reception of Indochina refugees including Orderly Departure Program

2005
2007
2008 P4 g
FHO—9U—
DEZAD
BAZBHECSN
2009 Hadano Rotary Club
members participate in
Japanese language
support
2011
2013
LIS IVEE
2014 HEDFTELFBE
Portuguese heritage
language class teacher
and students
2015
Promulgation of the Act for Partial Amendment of the Immigration Control and Refugee
2018 Recognition Act and the Act for Establishment of the Ministry of Justice
Promulgation of Comprehensive Measures for Acceptance and Coexistence of Foreign
Nationals
Promulgation of the Act on Promotion of Japanese Language Education
2019 The 2019 act tried to address the high level of children not enrolled in school among
families with foreign roots:
An estimated 20,000 out of 124,000 children of elementary and junior high school-age
2020
[PHB 2
2021 . N .
INFEERXRDFE
Junior college students
2023 do a sendoff for
elementary school
2025 children at Sophia

English Day Camp
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Sophia University Junior College Division
Professor Miyazaki Sachie

While traveling to Brazil, | watched the film “CABRINI” on the plane. The story is set in late 19"-century New York,
an era when women were not entrusted with missionary work abroad. Sister Frances Xavier Cabrini fought for the
Italian immigrants against a male-dominated church and society, eventually establishing orphanages and hospitals. In
19486, she was canonized by Pope Pius Xl as the first woman from the U.S. to be declared a saint.

Her story resonates with the life of Sister Cortés, who served in our junior college. Born in Spain and sent to
Japan, Sister Cortés supported refugees and South American Nikkei residents in the vicinity of Hadano City. Balancing
her duties as a faculty member with her religious life and fulfiling her mission was undoubtedly a considerable effort.
Her cellphone was constantly ringing with calls from foreign residents seeking advice, day and night.

| still remember when a graduate (p.10) came to our open campus and revealed that she had received Japanese
language support from our institution as a child. We felt as though the seeds sown by Sister Cortés were bearing fruit.
Over the years, our institution has seen an increasing number of students with foreign connections, reflecting the
globalization of Japanese society and the integration of second-generation immigrants. Service-learning based on the
spirit of “For Others, With Others” contributes to the realization of a multicultural society.

The junior college ceased accepting new students as of April 2024, but among the last cohort were two students
with Peruvian roots who grew up in Hadano. During my recent research in South America, | encountered many young
people who had spent their school years in Japan and in Brazil, or Peru. It is likely that global human mobility wil
continue to increase, not just among Japanese descendants but more broadly. People with transnational living spaces,
not confined to Japan, will establish “IBASHO, Sense of Belonging” of their own and serve as bridges to the societies
they are connected to. Educating such individuals is perhaps the answer to the challenges of human mobility and
dignity in a global society. August 2024, Lima, Peru
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