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For Others, With Others
Taking up the Challenge with Sophia University Junior College Division Service-Learning
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Haga clic aqui para leer la versién en asnivsasvaassfivasgsivwaganas. Aqui esta a versio em portugués
espaifiol de las explicaciones. NZAVABAVAAVCAN299CADSCH U (Panel). das explicacdes.

Léalas segin el orden de los niimeros (wﬁzﬁl‘lé}ﬂl} €% W 999299). Veja em correspondéncia com o nimero

del panel. (Japonés y espaiiol) do painel. (Japonés e portugués)
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Sophia School Corporation founded Sophia Junior College*
in 1973 in Hadano City. The international faculty and staff
have aimed at giving an education in languages,
international spirit, and Christian humanism.

In the 1980s, the Japanese government began accepting
foreign nationals as refugees. From 1988, Sophia Junior
College started an in-home volunteer Japanese tutoring
program under the leadership of several sisters. Twenty
years later, this program evolved as “Sophia Junior College
service-learning.” Today Sophia University Junior College
Division students can participate in several “Friend”
activities and support Hadano residents in both Japanese
and English. The program is the fruit of decades of
successful partnerships between the Junior College and the
local community.

Sophia University Junior College Division

*Sophia Junior College changed its name to Sophia University Junior College Division in April 2012.

After 2024 recruitment of new students will stop.
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Photos: views from the Hadano Campus
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A Junior College with an International Staff and Outlook

E %ﬂ j( %‘: 93:5: ,ﬂ‘;ﬁ j( % T\‘;ﬁlg X Bd %‘: l__L/' £ H 0 E BT g 1: l‘é =t = ¢p 2B Sophia Junior College successfully recruited and trained

bright young women from all over Japan. The college’s staff

E 7173\% "N El Zlié:\ 2> (; @ % ZI ;_EP‘ W ﬁ‘ ? %‘ H B3 % ) & U‘ &5 t Zf D i L and outlook were international and diverse from the
% ]\ ]) v ’ﬂ% ‘Lﬁ_ /f\‘\ /f T T2 /f\‘\ (S]) 717) ji Lﬂ;ﬁ j( JSYNYR E & ,\_\L, B {o beginning. The Society of Jesus (S]J) provided a Jesuit

president to lead the college and several Jesuits to teach

%j{ A }a, ( A~ { /f I R AR 2% DESS 5 E (FhAL) iﬁ j\ 53 {}]"'( =¥ ¢ i LC 5 _E ~ ]) 7 and support the college’s activities. Sisters of the Company
of Mary Our Lady (ODN) ran the adjacent dormitory while

,ﬂ% E ﬁ‘ /% (ODN) D ¥ R X —17C 1’9 B F?K '% T 5 % % :‘cﬁ' I"_é'z’ T Chan j:_" A /ﬂij* some also taught classes along with sisters from other
DBBEEDIAZ—TLER HARLEMN»OCET ST — BB BLLY congregations and lay faculty members from Japan and

abroad.
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Sister Maria Maldonado, ODN (1931-2009), came to Japan from Spain in 1961. Sister Maria loved getting to know
and was well known in Hadano City. Although she did not formally teach at the Junior College, she had a training
in social work and organized various services.

Sister Rosa Maria Cortés Gémez, ODN (1940-2015), came to Japan from Spain in 1962. Sister Cortés taught
philosophy at the Junior College. With Sister Maria she was instrumental in organizing the student volunteers for
Japanese language classes which later became the In-Home Volunteer Tutoring Program.

Daniel Collins, SJ, (1936-2021), second president of Sophia Junior College, was originally from Decatur, Illinois,
USA

Gerard Barry, SJ, (1927-2013) selected to be the first president of Sophia Junior College was originally from New

Orleans, Louisiana, USA.
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From the World to Hadano City: Indochinese Refugees and Nikke:
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Around 1975, with the end of the Vietnam War, the three Indochina countries (Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia)
saw large numbers of refugees forced to flee overseas. They are collectively referred to as "Indochina
refugees". Of the 1.44 million Indochina refugees, 1.3 million migrated to countries such as the United States,
Australia, Canada, and Japan via refugee camps in Asia or by boat (FWEAP/Refugee Assistance Headquarters).
Japan accepted 11,319 Indochinese refugees from 1978 to 2005 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan).

In 1980, the Yamato Settlement Promotion Center was established in Kanagawa Prefecture, and by 1988,
Indochinese refugees, 40 from Cambodia and 44 from Laos, had settled in Hadano City. In 1990, Japan revised
its Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act. This led to a rapid increase in the number of Nikkei and
their families from South American countries (Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, and others). In 2018, there were
approximately 3,200 people from 69 countries, about 2.5 times the national average, many of them as
permanent residents (families including children) in Hadano.

1 7O7HRHMHHBEFHHEH http://www.rhq.gr.jp/index.htm
2 HEA https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/nanmin/main3.html
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Indochinese Refugees. (Above) Escape routes of the refugees. (Below) Indochinese refugees settling

in Japan from 1978 to 2005 numbered 11,319 total: 41% came from refugee camps in other countries,

31% were “boat people,” 21% from the Orderly Departure Program, and 7% other.
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Going International from the Inside: Some Shadows

B £ BT BEL g % ﬁi DLt % 5( LT/ % 5 Nationally, Kanagawa prefecture welcomed the largest number of

Indochinese refugees and Hadano city was a convenient place for

j: ;FEP I L‘%.‘\‘ A3 % ) K IL7C /f ‘/F‘ > %ﬁ % 0) B0 ﬂﬁ ELT El resettlement because several manufacturers had factories there. A spotlight
2"( AL ﬂ = A D *H H ﬁgq:v: ES 7'/{ 'I% e ﬁ ir3 I XA 7133‘%7([‘ E Iz was shone on the Indochinese refugees with the tragic incident of

February 1987. A Cambodian refugee killed his wife and their three young
FoTWhr»ICHRZILIC.2o9LcH, 1 087 4F 2 Hihv R children. Sister Rosa Maria Cortés Gomez, Associate Professor at Sophia

s e < s Junior College (at that time) had this to say about the incident:
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>R 5? N o | -])— .2 ]) 7’ e 1 )V 5_ Z cj: ;:I_/l E:_I':_ 0) % % % u —I:‘ 0) ; 5 had no idea that refugees were living so close to us. None of us knew their
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difficulties, their struggles to integrate into the culture of an unknown

C: ;‘[Z_F\: ~ i L f: 5 country.... the struggles they were forced to face on a daily basis. (Jesuit Social
Center Tokyo Newsletter No. 89 99/4/15)

CDEBHIEHETRPEICHHAFDEZELDT RV KRS HEY The incident led to the establishment of an association, “Ténan Ajia no Hito-
< - bito to tomoni Ayumukai [Walking Together with the People of Southeast
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XU COFIT AIDRIALICO R DB KAV E Asia Association],” hereafter “Walking Together”, by the citizens of Hadano,
GLTVALIZHOLE o OO EE ., KA D E D XA LIC T to create a stable relationship with the refugee community living in Hadano
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Sophia Junior College students helping children with

studies in the home of a foreign resident
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In-Home Volunteer Tutoring
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In May 1987, within three months after the incident, Japanese language classes were

opened in the city, and Sophia Junior College students led by Sister Cortés and Sister

Maria joined the civic activities with the "Walking Together” group. Hadano City also

developed activities to support the foreign community. College students began "volunteer

tutoring," going out to foreign families on weekday evenings to teach Japanese to the

children and their parents.

The “volunteer tutoring” program, which began in 1988 under the auspices of Campus

Ministry* with only seven refugee families, has continued to grow in

number of college

students and learners, and in the 16 years through 2003, a total of 930 college students

participated in the program and supported 635 learners.

Y SAKDBRT. FIA KL EH MR ERALTOET .,

*Campus Ministry provides opportunities for students to learn about the Bible and Christianity.
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Sister Cortés planning in-home tutoring with alumnae volunteer coordinators
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Number of Student Volunteers and Learners (1988-2003)
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Living Together
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in Hadano City
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In Hadano, the second generation born in Japan to families with foreign origins have

started families of their own. Since 2008, thanks to a partnership agreement with Hadano

City, the Junior College Division has been providing Japanese language support at public

schools and community centers. In addition, other voluntary organizations offer Japanese

support. The younger generation born in Hadano often does not know the background to

their grandparents’ coming to Japan, and we are seeing new issues emerge such as the

need for heritage language classes to maintain the family language, communication

challenges between children exposed to Japanese in school and their parents whose

Japanese ability is weaker, the need for career and education support for the second

generation, and meeting the needs of an aging first generation of foreign residents.
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New Year celebration organized by the Lao Association of Hadano
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Sophia Junior College school festival showcasing multicultural exchanges with “Global Friends”
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Development of the “Service-Learning” Program
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“Service-Learning” in 2008, and English
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part of the college curriculum. The program
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elementary and junior high schools, and public
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‘Community Friend’ ‘English Friend’

Students teaching Japanese in Hadano public halls Students giving English lessons in Hadano public elementary schools
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Toward an Inclusive and Fair Society Where No One is Left Behind
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In the trial of the Cambodian murder case, the husband was
sentenced to 12 years in prison on the grounds that at the
time of the incident, he was in a state of diminished mental
capacity. He served about 10 years during which Sister
Maria continued to visit him every month.

In Hadano City, the term “foreign residents” has been used
instead of “foreigners.” It represents the multicultural
attitude of Hadano City, which was sparked by the incident.
In addition, Hadano City has established a system in which
students in need of Japanese support are able to get it as
long as they need. The service-learning program at the
Junior College has played a crucial role in this system.

Through its regional cooperation with Hadano City, the
service-learning programs of Sophia Junior College/Sophia
University Junior College Division, which began as a
refugee support program, has contributed to the creation of

a sustainable, inclusive, and fair society where no one is
left behind.



