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Shifting Trends: The Changing Landscape of Young Drivers in Japan

Do you have a driver’s license? How about other young people around you such as your
friends or siblings? Your answers may vary depending on where you are from. Generally, there
has been a noticeable shift in the number of young Japanese people who have a driver’s license.
Recent reports suggest a decrease not only in the rate of acquiring driver’s licenses but also in the
interest and ownership of cars among the younger generation. However, there is a difference
between urban and rural areas.

In the past, having a driver’s license and a car meant a lot to young people. Owning a car
was a symbol of freedom and independence, and it was often seen as a sign of social status or
personal achievement. However, survey results indicate that Japanese youth now seem less
interested in driving or owning a car. The reasons for this change may vary, but let us dig into
some of them.

Fewer young people own cars, especially in urban areas. When you compare the
convenience and cost-effectiveness of using public transportation to owning and driving a car, the
former has more advantages in big cities. Trains, subways, buses, and taxis are easily accessible in
urban areas, so people do not need to own or drive a car by themselves. Dealing with traffic
congestion and limited parking spaces in the city may make public transportation even more
appealing. To own a car, you not only have to pay for the vehicle but also for gas, taxes,
maintenance, and parking. As a result, the value of obtaining a driver’s license or owning a car is
relatively low for urban young people.

Environmental awareness may also be a factor that discourages young people from
owning or driving a car. Car emissions have long been linked to air pollution. With a growing
concern for sustainability and reducing carbon footprints, cars are ‘out’, and alternative eco-
friendly modes of transportation such as cycling, kickboarding, or walking have become ‘cool’
choices. Shared mobility services are also gaining popularity among young people who can enjoy
the convenience of smartphones and WiFi.

However, while fewer young people are obtaining driver’s licenses in urban areas, the
situation is different in rural areas. In places with limited public transportation options, cars are
essential and life can be quite inconvenient and isolated without one. Driving a car is often
necessary to go to work, school, or meet friends on the weekend. Consequently, the motivation to
get a driver’s license and own a car is generally higher than in urban areas.

Today, most urban Japanese young people are showing less interest in getting a driver’s
license or owning a car due to various factors such as changing lifestyles, economic constraints,
availability of alternative transport, and environmental concerns. On the other hand, rural young
people still heavily rely on private vehicles for transportation. In this age of artificial intelligence,
we must be prepared to adapt to changing modes of transportation. How about you? Are you
planning to acquire a driver’s license and own a private car?
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