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Abstract

In 1936 Edith Stein (1891-1942) wrote a thesis titled the “Existential Philosophy of
Martin Heidegger” as a supplement to her main work intending to clarify the difference
between her thought and Heidegger’s.

This paper explores five significant viewpoints from which Stein criticizes Heidegger’s
main work, “Being and Time” (1927). The first point is Stein’s insight into the vertical
relationship which tacitly works among ‘das Man’. The second point is about the role
and limit of a community’s influence on a member who is newly born into it. The third
point is Stein’s question about the possibility of life after death and the existence
of the fundamental longing for Being which underlies Dasein’s ‘anxiety concerning
death’ analyzed by Heidegger. The fourth point concerns the meaning of ‘moment’ as
an authentic present temporality, in which Stein sees the relationship of Being that is
giving Dasein every ‘moment’ of its existence. The fifth point concerns the interpretation
of the theory of truth by Thomas Aquinas, which reveals the difference between Stein’s
view of truth and Heidegger’s.

Stein concludes that Heidegger needs further inquiry in order to see Dasein in the
relationship with Being which is primordially giving Dasein its existence, time, and

truth.
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