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BED English I1. Crossing cultures: Understanding and respecting others
W= In this course, students will look at various aspects of culture in different countries in the world.
Students will be expected to participate fully in class activities, and to do assignments and independent
learning outside of class in order to develop balanced reading, speaking, writing, and listening skills in
English.
EpBAE + For students to gain an understanding of a wide range of issues in order to become responsible global
citizens who embody the spirit of “Women for Others, With Others”
+ For students to acquire critical thinking skills
+ For students to acquire abilities to understand others and express themselves effectively in English
+ For students to acquire knowledge and skills to become autonomous learners of English
Z:ZEHHE | By the end of this course, students should be able to (1) understand aspects of culture, such as myths,
religion, humor and art, as presented in modern cultural texts (MCTs) (newspaper articles, blogs,
podcasts, YouTube videos) and summarize the main ideas (2) critically analyze MCTs by identifying
claims and biases in the texts, (3) independently research contrasting views to those presented in such
texts, (4) express their opinions on cultural issues in both written and spoken forms.
sT{fiA:% | Participation and performance in classroom activities (30%); Homework assignments (30%), consisting
of research for and preparation of essays and presentations; Testing and assessment (25%), consisting of
two essays and three in-class presentations; Independent learning (15%), including 5% for e-learning.
ST{lEL#E | Participation: active involvement, effort to communicate; Homework (essay plans and drafts,
PowerPoint for presentations): completed on time, effort to complete by self; Written assignments (two
essays): submitted on time, use of language, creativity, analysis of MCTs, expression of opinions;
Presentations (three in-class presentations): preparation, use of language, delivery, analysis of MCTs,
expression of opinions; Independent learning (journal of vocabulary, summaries of MCTs):
organization, breadth of research showing contrasting views.
#EE=& | For each 90-minute class session of this course, an average of 45 minutes is needed for out-of-class
D RS study (assignments, review, etc.).
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1 | Course introduction. What is culture?

Lecture, in-class discussion,
how to take Cornell Notes

Preview the syllabus, prepare
notebook for independent
learning journal (ILJ).

2 | ldentity 1. In-groups and out-groups.

Watch video and write CN.
Choose essay topic.

Lecture, in-class discussion,
essay writing, how to read
an article

3 | Identity 2. Ethnocentrism

Read article and write CN.
Write essay plan.

Lecture, in-class discussion,
essay writing

4 | Identity 3. Gender roles

Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.

essay writing

5 | ldentity 4. Stereotypes

Submit first draft. Read article
and write CN.

Lecture, in-class discussion,
essay writing

6 | Daily life 1. Food

Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.

presentation preparation

7 | Daily life 2. Clothes

Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.

presentation preparation
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8 | Daily life 3. Housing Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

9 | Essay writing workshop Peer editing, individual Submit second draft (10/26).
advice

10 | Art 1. Visual art Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

11 | Art 2. Music Lecture, in-class discussion, | Submit final draft. Read article
presentation preparation and write CN.

12 | Art 3. Literature Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

13 | Art 4. Popular culture Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

14 | Presentation workshop Peer editing, individual Practice presentation.
advice

15 | Art/Daily Life presentations Individual presentations Practice presentation.

16 | Humor 1. Types of humor Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

17 | Humor 2. Case study: Jewish humor Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

18 | Humor 3. Are women less funny than men? Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

19 | Presentation workshop Peer editing, individual Practice presentation.
advice

20 | Humor presentations Individual presentations Practice presentation.

21 | Religion 1. World religions Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
essay writing

22 | Religion 2. Why do people believe? Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
essay writing

23 | Religion 3. Women in religion Lecture, in-class discussion, | Submit first draft. Read article
essay writing and write CN.

24 | Myths 1. What are myths? Joseph Campbell, | Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.

the hero journey and the monomyth presentation preparation
25 | Myths 2. Myths in Japan and around the Lecture, in-class discussion, | Submit second draft. Read
world presentation preparation article and write CN.

26 | Essay writing workshop Peer editing, individual Read article and write CN.
advice

27 | Myths 3. Women in myths Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

28 | Presentation workshop Peer editing, individual Practice presentation.
advice

29 | Myths presentations Individual presentations Submit final draft. Practice

presentation.

30 | Review Lecture, in-class discussion, | Read article and write CN.
presentation preparation

FTEFX b No textbook. Materials will be prepared by the teacher for each class.

N
it
L

English Essentials: An Academic Skills Handbook




