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--*when the deed was done

I heard among the solitary hills

Low breathings coming after me, and sounds

Of undistinguishable motion, steps

Almost as silent as the turf they trod. (I :328-32)*

F7z2. AKDEOVEVIED BT, WA ISP ENrh T, BEAEEDZLTALD
EZTE, ZORPSHOINEREL 722 L e h o7, TORBE LT, KEHARORM % &
BMTsZLilhkBb,

--at that time

While on the perilous ridge I hung alone,

With what strange utterance did the loud dry wind

Blow through my ears; the sky seemed not a sky

Of earth, and with what motion moved the clouds! (I : 346-50)
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--from behind that craggy steep, till then
The bound of the horizon, a huge cliff,

As if with voluntary power instinct,

Upreared its head. I struck, and struck again
And, growing still in stature, the huge cliff
Rose up between me and the stars, and still
With measured motion, like a living thing

Strode after me. (I :405-12)
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Of the forces which Wordsworth felt contributed not a little to his development one
is rarely mentioned, except unfavorably, in other autobiographies and is nowhere
else given the emphasis which it receives in The Prelude. This is the ministry of

fear.?
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The thoughts and feelings which have been infused
Into my mind, should ever have made up
The calm existence that is mine when I

Am worthy of myself. (I:357-61)

3. Raymond Dexter Havens, The Mind of A Poet 2 vols. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1940) I: 39.
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There are in our existence spots of time,
Which with distinct preeminence retain

A renovating virtue, whence, depressed
By false opinion and contentious thought,
Or aught of heavier or more deadly weight
In trivial occupations and the round

Of ordinary intercourse, our minds

Are nourished and invisibly repaired.... (XI: 257-64)
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The Prelude is ... an autobiographical myth-making. Dominating The Prelude is the
natural miracle of memory as an instrumentality by which the self is saved.
Supreme among Wordsworth’s inventions is the myth of renovating “spots of time,”

... the entire basis for the imaginative energy of The Prelude.’®
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...that I had seen him[the sun] lay

His beauty on the morning hills, had seen

The western mountain touch his setting orb
In many a thoughtless hour, when from excess
Of happiness my blood appeared to flow

With its own pleasure.... (II: 188-93)
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A plastic power

Abode with me, a forming hand, at times
Rebellious, acting in a devious mood,

A local spirit of its own, at war

With general tendency, but for the most
Subservient strictly to the external things

With which it communed. (I : 381-87)
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The immeasurable height

Of woods decaying, never to be decayed,

The stationary blasts of waterfalls,

And everywhere along the hollow rent

Winds thwarting winds, bewildered and forlorn,
The torrents shooting from the clear blue sky,
The rocks that muttered close upon our ears—
Black drizzling crags that spake by the wayside
As if a voice were in them—the sick sight

And giddy prospect of the raving stream,

The unfettered clouds and region of the heavens,

8. Bloom, 132.
9. M.H.Abrams, The Mirror and the Lamp: Romantic Theory and the Critical Tradition (New York: Oxford
UP, 1953) 51.
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Tumult and peace, the darkness and light.... (VI: 556-67)
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...all like workings of one mind, the features

Of the same face, blossoms upon one tree,

Characters of the great apocalypse,

The types and symbols of eternity,

Of first, and last, and midst, and without end. (VI: 568-72)
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When at my feet the ground appeared to brighten,
And with a step or two seemed brighter still;

Nor had I time to ask the cause of this,

For instantly a light upon the turf

Fell like a flash. I looked about, and lo,

The moon stood naked in the heavens at height
Immense above my head, and on the shore

I found myself of a huge sea of mist,

Which meek and silent rested at my feet.

A hundred hills their dusky backs upheaved

All over this still ocean, and beyond,

Far, far beyond, the vapours shot themselves

In headlands, tongues, and promontory shapes,
Into the sea, the real sea, that seemed

To dwindle and give up its majesty,

Usurped upon as far as sight could reach.
Meanwhile, the moon looked down upon this shew
In single glory, and we stood, the mist

Touching our very feet; and from the shore

At distance not the third part of a mile

Was a blue chasm, a fracture in the vapour,

A deep and gloomy breathing-place, through which
Mounted the roar of waters, torrents, streams

Innumerable, roaring with one voice. (XII: 36-59)
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...in that breach

Through which the homeless voice of waters rose,
That dark deep thoroughfare, had Nature lodged
The soul, the imagination of the whole. (XII: 62-5)
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By influence habitual to the mind

The mountain’ s outline and its steady form
Gives a pure grandeur, and its presence shapes
The measure and the prospect of the soul

To majesty: such virtue have the forms
Perennial of the ancient hills—nor less

The changeful language of their countenances
Gives movement to the thoughts, and multitude,
With order and relation. (VI: 722-30)
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