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Since April 2011, English has been a compulsory subject in Japanese elementary schools.
This presents a new challenge to elementary school teachers who are now responsible for
teaching the majority of these English classes. Taking advantage of resources available
outside the school system proper is one way to possibly reduce this new burden on teachers.
In this paper, the author will present comments given by public elementary school teachers
about the English lessons conducted by Sophia Junior College (SJC) students at local
schools. The comments seem to indicate that elementary school teachers see benefits in
having SJC students teach occasional English lessons, and that the SJC case may serve as
a model for utilizing local resources. SJC has conducted volunteer English lessons in public
schools as part of its integrated service-learning/curriculum activities. Kano and Gould (2010)
suggested the positive effects of these activities for the SJC students who participated as
volunteer teachers. Current findings indicate that in addition to the benefits to students,
SJC’s English service-learning activities can also provide a valuable resource to local public

elementary schools.
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