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The 50th anniversary of Sophia
Junior College Division brings back many
memories to me. Over the many years |
taught here, | was always impressed by
the students' energy, curiosity, and hard
work. They always did their best to
master English and communicate their
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Melvin Andrade

ideas, opinions, and feelings. Besides
that, | was impressed to see them enthusiastically
participate in community service and circle activities. In
their classroom and out-of-class experiences, they learned
many valuable things working cooperatively with their
classmates. The English Poster Festa, Christmas Party,
and other events were always a joy to experience. | hope all
our graduates shine brightly like the sun throughout their
lives bringing joy to others. The Sophia spirit of “For
Others, With Others” lives within all of you. | will never
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Chris Oliver To students, current and past, and all
those who have otherwise been a part of and contributed
to the SUC/SUJCD community over the years, | would
like to express my deepest gratitude for your having
made this school such a wonderful place to teach. My
life has been greatly enriched by the experience.

fie M FCEOT [HE&E] ZRIEEG [EEET]

TY, REDRIAZRTH. FEOROBEHHSZRTH.
LCAIKXDESEDAEEVNAZRTH. LICh< [EEBIC
FEEPD] OH LEEDEFTY, FREDESADHES
ATIH, ZREDESAHDREBDHEESTVDREDH
T. BAZRST. F—H. BEERICEETVLEID,

i g DORERRBLEDRS YT 7Y —IIUE
EEICEHDICED#ES. EEEARZR>TEXLIED, 5L
RO ZRFMHANTSHDBIERBVNET ., INFTEKE
BEE FFRRA TS o R FEEDBETHITEBRAL LTS
EEDBIT, RETESAELBHMTENZNODEZYIDIEL
TLHNBTEZFEOTVET .

s

M BT OEXRERE. AIR—YTFAHGbEERZ

RACRRBRBHOEUD O TY . RICHBICHOIEICEE
- SO IERRICEDRLED,. FEEHFEHADEA
HEDRPULVWEBWHTT . RNEEHICHDHIHLICREHL
TVET,

Thomas Varkey When | think of Sophia University
Junior College students, the first thing that comes to
my mind is a quote from Martin Luther King Jr.,
“Everyone can be great, because everyone can serve”.
It's highly appreciated service-learning program offers
students an opportunity to practice its spirit of
education “For Others, With Others” while being a
student. | salute all our graduates for continuing your
outstanding service to the society.

Maria Lupas We came to campus from very
different places, but we have been lucky to spend time
on this beautiful, green hill overlooking the city and
crowned with a view of Mount Fuiji. It is an honor to be
teaching in this 50th anniversary year. Allow me to
express my gratitude and greetings to colleagues and
students past and present.

Bradley Irwin It is said that first impressions are
the most lasting. My first impression of the students
here was truly heartwarming. Your smiles, eagerness
to learn, and genuine kindness stood out immediately.
Every day | come to this campus I'm reminded of that
initial feeling. Let's cherish and build upon these
positive connections, ensuring we always make others
feel welcome and valued with our words and actions.
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Being a faculty member of Sophia University Junior College
Division has been one of the great joys of my life, but sadly my time
here has come to an end, and | am returning to the United States
for family reasons. | have such fond memories of the students,
faculty, and staff here that | cannot begin to express my gratitude
for the many years of support and friendship | have received from
everyone.

The students that | have taught at SUJCD have always been,
and continue to be, a special source of happiness for me. For
seventeen years, | never tired of going into the classroom and
finding groups of students who were always eager to learn,
participate, and grow with each other. | have watched with pride as
many of my students have graduated and gone on to live out the
dreams they expressed when they were students, and this is all a
teacher can ask for.

The staff at Jimu Center has worked so hard to make my work
life in Japan as smooth as possible by helping me with the many,
many things that | didn't understand in Japanese. Whenever | went
into the office, they were always ready and willing to help, and even
though | think we often couldn't understand each other perfectly, |
always felt warm and welcome there. It is so rare to see such a
dedicated staff that works so well together, and they always know
everything!

Finally, the colleagues and friends | have worked and taught with
for my time here have enriched my life immeasurably. We have been
talking and meeting and planning together for so long, and they
have been such a fundamental part of the fabric of my life that it's
hard for me to imagine, and sad, that | won't be meeting them every
day to discuss all the things that are happening in the world and at
Tandai.

So with that, let me wish you all a fond farewell with hopes that
our paths will cross again one day in the future.

Best wishes,

Tim
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| would like to thank my inspiring colleagues and the patient
students at Sophia University Junior College Division for this
distinguished award. The year 2022 continued some of the
transformations in teaching and learning that began in 2020. In the

early months of the pandemic the small size of our faculty allowed us
to meet regularly with President Yamamoto to implement remote
teaching. First, Zoom was introduced, and then the junior college
acquired professional-quality sound systems for all the classrooms.
This allowed for hybrid flexible teaching which is still going on now in
2023 and which has been extended to other emergency situations
beyond the pandemic. Adapting to this imposed digital transformation
has not been easy, but some resources have helped: online common
rooms for teachers were organized at the junior college for faculty
development. Academic conferences and other professional groups for
teachers offered chances for professional development online. It is
also a relief to see most of the students back in the classroom. Their
motivation, kindness, and respect make me feel like a teacher.

Maria Lupas
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