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Over the past several years, the Sophia Junior College Faculty Bulletin has published
essays and research papers in English spanning a wide range of topics such as applied
linguistics, critical thinking, English language teaching, and human rights. The Bulletin
has welcomed contributions that reflect the breadth and depth of expertise among its full-
time and part-time faculty members. In the present issue, we have continued this tradition.
The first article presents the results of action research involving the use of self-evaluation
check lissts in writing and speaking courses. The second article is an in-depth study of an
important work of contemporary American fiction. For next year’s Bulletin, in addition to
expanding the range of topics, we would like to encourage contributors of English articles to
submit papers reflecting a variety of approaches to scholarship and research, for example,
book reviews, empirical studies, essays, ethnographies, interviews, oral histories, and re-
search notes. (Melvin R. Andrade)
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