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tea ceremony
Teaism

Art of Life
Teaism

tea ceremony

Teaism

Teaism

Teaism was Taoism in disguise.

15

Tea began as a medicine and grew into a beverage....The 
fi fteenth century saw Japan ennoble it into a religion of aestheti-
cism Teaism. Teaism is a cult founded on the adoration of the 
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beautiful among the sordid facts of everyday existence.It incul-
cates purity and harmony, the mystery of mutual charity, the 
romanticism of the social order. It is essentially a worship of 
the Imperfect, as it is a tender attempt to accomplish something 
possible in this impossible thing we know as life. 11

Strangely enough humanity has so far met in the tea-cup. It is 
the only Asiatic ceremonial which commands universal esteem.
The white man has scoffed at our religion and our morals, but 
has accepted the brown beverage without hesitation.The after-
noon tea is now an important function in Western society. 12

humanity

tea-cup
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For Teaism is the art of concealing beauty that you may discover 
it, of suggesting what you dare not reveal. It is the noble secret 
of laughing at yourself, calmly yet thoroughly, and is thus 
humour itself,  the smile of philosophy....Perhaps nowadays 
it is our demure contemplation of the Imperfect that the West 
and the East can meet in mutual consolation. 13

[b] [ai]

Meanwhile, let us have a sip of tea. The afternoon glow is 
brightening the bamboos, the fountains are bubbling with 
delight, the soughing of the pines is heard in our kettle. Let us 
dream of evanescence, and linger in the beautiful foolishness of 
things. 14



138

Schools

the Boiled Tea
the Whipped Tea the Steeped 

Tea

Tea with us became more than an idealization of the form of 
drinking; it is a religion of the art of life. The beverage grew 
to be an excuse for the worship of purity and refinement, a 
sacred function at which the host and guest joined to produce 
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for that occasion the utmost beatitude of the mundane....A 
subtle philosophy lay behind it all. Teaism was Taoism in 
disguise. 15

Zen the Zen school Teaism
Zennism

Zennism

The Tao might be spoken of as the Great Transition. Sub-
jectively it is the Mood of the Universe. Its Absolute is the 
Relative. 16
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Zennism, like Taoism, is the worship of Relativity. 17

It held that in the great relation of things there was no 
distinction of small and great, an atom possessing equal pos-
sibilities with the universe. 18

Abode of Fancy
Abode of Vacancy

Abode of the Unsymmetrical
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house of peace

Zennism....recognized the house only as temporary refuge for the 
body....In the tea-room fugitiveness is suggested in the thatched 
roof, frailty in the slender pillars....The eternal is to be found 
only in the spirit which, embodied in these simple surroundings, 
beautifi es them with the subtle light of its refi nement. 20
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Nothing is more hallowing than the union of kindred spirits in 
art. At the moment of meeting, the art lover transcends himself.
At once he is and is not. He catches a glimpse of Infi nity....It is 
thus that art becomes akin to religion and ennobles mankind. It 
is this which makes a masterpiece something sacred. 21

We classify too much and enjoy too little. The sacrifice of the 
aesthetic to the so-called scientifi c method of exhibition has been 
the bane of many museums. 22  

William Sturgis 
Bigelow -
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Surely with mankind the appreciation of fl owers must have been 
coeval with the poetry of love....The primeval man in offering 
the fi rst garland to his maiden thereby transcended the brute.
He became human in thus rising above the crude necessities 
of nature. He entered the realm of art when he perceived the 
subtle use of the useless. 24

Flower Sacrifi ce
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It (Teaism) is essentially a worship of the Imperfect, as it is 
a tender attempt to accomplish something possible in this 
impossible thing we know as life. 31

Those of us who know not the secret of properly regulating our 
own existence on this tumultuous sea of foolish troubles which 
we call life are constantly in a state of misery while vainly 
trying to appear happy and contented. 32

the cup of humanity
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Tenshin-ism was Taoism in disguise.
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