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The Influence of Teaching English to Children on
Student Volunteer Teachers

A1 - Timothy Gould

This paper presents the initial results of research conducted to determine the influence
of student teaching on the student teachers’ evaluation of their own English abilities and their
motivation for further L2 study. The subjects were 25 Sophia Junior College students who, as
participants in the school’s Service-Learning volunteer program, developed lesson plans and
conducted English classes at local elementary schools. The results indicate that the subjects
re-evaluated the importance of form (grammar) and pronunciation, experienced a concordant
increase in their own motivation, and developed additional confidence in communicating in
English. A by-product of the experience of student teaching thus appears to be an increased
motivation to improve their own grammatical and communicative proficiency in order to
teach children more effectively. Overall, the experience of student teaching seems to have
had a significant impact on how the subjects relate to their own English abilities. In an EFL
country like Japan, maintaining students’ motivation is an ongoing and difficult task for
teachers. The results here indicate that this kind of practicum-based program may be doubly
beneficial in that it provides student teachers a way to interact in a meaningful way with the

wider community while engendering their motivation to become autonomous learners.
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In this class we will learn about teaching English to elementary school students in
Japan. In addition to readings and independent research about our topic, the class
will teach students the fundamental skills necessary to develop and plan a series of
English lessons for elementary aged children.

We will also practice using the lesson plans we make with each other and during

visits to local elementary schools.
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PO
Class will often include a short lecture followed by discussion. We will develop

lesson plans and practice them with classmates.

B OFZRENE

Children learning a foreign language

Taking a learning-centered perspective

Background (Brief History of child development)
Piaget, Vygotsky

From learning to language learning

Advantages to starting young with foreign languages
The foreign language

Learning language through tasks and activities

© 00 3 O Ot s~ W b

The task as an environment for learning
10 Task demands

11 Task support

12 Balancing demands and support

13 The importance of language learning goals
14 Defining ‘task’ for young learner classrooms
15 Stages in a classroom task

16 Task-as-plan and task-in-action

17 Learning the spoken language

18 Discourse and discourse events

19 Meaning first

20 Analysis of a task-in-action

21 Discourse skills development in childhood

22-26 Projects and presentations

a5
Class participation and attendance (40%), participation and completion of

class project (20%), homework (20%), final report and presentation (20%).
TEAL

Lynnne Cameron (2005). Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge

University Press
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Additional handouts and resources will be provided.

Z DL
This is a service learning class, so students will be required to participate in volunteer

activites. These activities will support the content material of the class.

In this class we will be teaching English at local Elementary schools as a volunteer
activity. The service learning component is thus the main focus of this class. In
preparation for their volunteer visits, students will be taught methodology and have
a chance to practice teaching here on the SJC Campus. A guiding theme during the
class will focus on the value added to society by this type of service activity. Students
will reflect on how service learning improves the lives of those who receive the service

and also enlightens and enhances those who provide the volunteer service.
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Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of language learning and teaching, fifth edition.
White Plains, NY: Pearson Education.
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Deci, E. L. (1975). Intrinsic motivation. New York: Plenum.
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UK: Cambridge University Press.
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Ellis, R. (1994). The study of second language acquisition. Oxford, UK: Oxford
University Press.

Gardner, R. C. (1985). Social psychology and second language learning: The role of
attitude and motivation. London, UK: Edward Arnold.

Gardner, R.C., and Lambert, W.E. (1972). Attitudes and motivation in second-
language learning. Rowley, MA: Newbury House.

ST (2004) [MIH ONEREEBF <] 7703y b

NS T - KROE (Hhfl,35) (2008) [/NERSMERERE) Sk~ =2 7 0] Hnt : BESCH



WHREFEBE R 7 ¥ 7 4 TEHBPBHA BMOFEIZ 558D

CEBRFEE (2001) [/ 288K EE UG ) F 1% D F 51 —Practical handbook for elementary
school English activities] FaFEE

XEREREA (2008) [Nt B BEREMRE S EIRERS B

YA (2006) [28 . SEEERNIZ A, 5 R7-shRM 2 03828 - k] KBRS
116-121, 156-165

RIAEFE (2008) [SEBEFEHHBEOTZREORB L 2 0RYE | WatstERERY L%
PEm L

T (1998) 54 ) Y ANEEDTTE 12 E TISHEBMIBTEDEZ L] 7Ly

LT () (2001) [REREEBE 24 SAD=012] AR

KELHER (20000 [REHBO-OOIGHEREY SEIEOLSIZEFEHI N »] 1
HisE

KA (EfB) (2003) [WEEFEF—T— NV FT 9 2] ¥7V Y - ZFar—vav

FIHEISEA (2008) [HYEIRE#E O y—3 ZSibE S & 3] Ak E s

NEET (2005) [PHEFEZ R 2 =4 — 3 a VOISR & B8] B 2= IR

HHAHME (2003) [H LWEERENOF ¥ L v Y —/NEEP S REFEER AL 5 7-012—]
< & AR

s HBHE () (2008) [21 - A 5 HUD MlEr/ e IEas] BUE I FETZE T






